Hi Friends and Fans:

July 20, 2009

Just to update you on what I have been doing.  I’ve had a very busy year so far and it’s not over yet.  I started out this year on New Year’s with Donnie Watson and his band.  Donnie has been on the road with cousin Gene Watson since January.  Sure do miss him and his wife Barbara.  At the end of January, I was blessed to perform with old friend Larry Butler for a reunion of the Esquire Ballroom in Conroe at the Corner Pub.  Also there performing were Jimmy Copeland, Jimmy Dry, Mary McCoy, Mary Allen-Keating, Keith McCoy and Band and many more.  I got to see a lot of old friends and made a lot of new ones, too.  What a blast we all had !  In March, I was one of the performers helping Gene and Sue Hofford celebrate their 20th anniversary of the Alvin Opry.  What a great milestone for them.  They have become very good friends of Paul and I and we hope and pray that they will continue to have success with Opry shows for the next 20 years and more…In April was Dennis Ivy’s annual Western Swing Show in Crockett, TX.  I was honored to be there to perform with Dennis and his fabulous Band…Also in April, I performed with Keith Gilley’s band during the opening of his new “Gilley’s” club in Fester, TX.(formerly Henry’s Hideout, one of the oldest clubs in Texas)  Was honored to take the stage after Keith’s famous dad opened the show…..of course I am speaking of Mickey Gilley….Mickey played piano on my first record (when I was 13)   What an honor to be invited to be there and perform.  Lots and lots of luck to Keith with the new Gilley’s.  He has a great band and club…In June, I performed four days at the Wahoo Music Festival in Wahoo, Nebraska.  This show is headed up by Sharon & Roger Kenaston & Family.  What a group of great musicians and singers.  I first met them several years ago at the NTCMA Festival in Iowa.  They had a terrific show this year.  Special Honored Guest, who is also a friend of mine, Claude Gray headed up the show.  He’s not only a Country Legend, Grand Ole Opry Star, Great Entertainer, but he is one of the nicest people you will ever meet in this business.  Claude and I talked about us doing some shows together.  I hope that will be real soon.  I have done about 40 shows so far this year...Performances in Texas cities; Houston, Liberty, Conroe, Brenham, Crockett, Edna, Giddings, Alvin, Texarkana, Shreveport/Bossier City, Cuero (forgive me if I left any out)   I also performed this year in Seattle, WA, Wichita, KS, Wahoo & Omaha, NE.  I am excited to say that this coming weekend at the Liberty Opry I will be the Opry’s Headliner.  This show is very special to me since I will be celebrating not only my birthday but,  I will also be celebrating 57 years of performing.  I started out on my 3rd birthday on the Little Miss Muffin Show -WDSU-TV in New Orleans, LA - July of 1952, performing the song “How Much Is That Doggie In The Window”.  Included in the audience will be my long time friend Dottie Wardell.  She also celebrates her birthday next week on July 31st.  We have not seen each other for 25 years.  My husband, Paul, is flying Dottie in from Nashville as a birthday gift to me.  We will have a week-long visit and celebration of both our birthdays.  (Oh……my birthday is July 29th)  As you guessed, this will be my 60th birthday.  At the end of next month, I go back to Iowa for the National Traditional Country Music Festival.  I will let you all know how that goes.

So long for now……………..

Margie

